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UPCOMING EVENTS AND IMPORTANT DATES

April 13!114™ " " "
April 17, 5!9 pm" " " "
April 17" " " " "
April 19121™ " " "
April21" " " " "
April 23, 7pm" " " "
April 26, 7:00!8:30 pm" " "
April 27, 7:3019:30 pm" " "
April 28, 6:30 pm " " " "
April 30—May 4" " " "
April 30, 6!8 pm" " " "
May 1st, 3rd, & 9th 4:00!5:30 pm " "
May 7"

May 8"

May 10, 6:00!8:30 pm "

May 11"

May 12, 418 pm"

May 14118, 4:00!5:30 pm" "

May 14, 6:00!8:30 pm"

May 21, 1:30 pm " "

May 22, 1:30 pm"

May 24 & 25"

May 29—June 1, 8 am!12:00pm " "
May 29, 7:00!8:00pm™

May 29-May 31, 1:30 pm!4:00 pm"*"
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Band Trip to Atlanta

Band Spirit Night at Local Taco

Band Banquet reservation deadline
All!State Band Festival

Prom

GBPA meeting, Grissom Band Room
Jazz Bands Spring Concert
Symphonic and Concert Bands Spring Concert"
Band Banquet"

Semester Band Auditions"

Marching Band Percussion Clinic4"
Leadership Clinic"

Whitesburg Middle Band Concert"
Challenger Middle Band Concert"
Marching Band Percussion Auditions"
Mountain Gap Middle Band Concert"
Car Show Fundraiser"

Color Guard Clinic and Auditions”
Marching Band Percussion Auditions"
Color Guard Captain Tryouts"

Drum Major Tryouts"

Graduation Ceremonies"

Rookie Band Camp ALL new members"
Freshman Parent Meeting"

Contest Band Auditions"




Hi Grissom Band Family!

Here we are again... approaching the end of another
amazing year and already beginning plans to start it all
over again as we look forward to Rookie Camp. Moving in
to a new school added an additional layer of complexity to
the work this incredible organization does year-in and year-
out, yet we got through it thanks to the dedication and hard
work of everyone... from the directors, the band leadership
and students, to the parents who volunteered countless
hours to this worthwhile cause. All of this, and we still
managed to make some beautiful music and new friends
along the way.

I'd like to take a moment and personally thank all the other
GBPA board members, the various committee chairs, and
all the individual volunteers who gave their precious time to
help make all of our events successful. From football
games to concerts to fundraisers — it has been my honor to
work alongside you all. To all the parents, grandparents,
other family members and friends who show up and sup-
port the band with your presence and in other ways, thank
you for being a part of our family and making this program
one of the best band organizations out there.

Although the end is in sight, it doesn’t mean that we are
slowing down at all. All three bands recently participated at
MPA and all did very well. In addition, the band is travel-
ling to perform in Atlanta this coming weekend, and several
Grissom Band members are performing in the All-State
Honor Band Festival next week, so keep them in your
thoughts. We still have our Spring Concerts, the annual
Band Banquet, and the Car Show fundraising event all
happening within the next 4 weeks. Whew! Please review
the calendar of upcoming events and make plans to join or
help us in any way you can.

A number of events that begin preparations for next school
year will also be starting up soon. Leadership clinics, in
addition to percussion and Color Guard camps, all kick off
soon and will keep many of our students busy and help
prepare us for Rookie Camp (an honored tradition that
helps welcome the incoming group of freshman into the
Grissom Band family). These are exciting times indeed!

As you are all aware, Mr. Connell has submitted his resig-
nation and will be retiring from Grissom at the end of this
school year. He has played a huge part in ensuring the
success of the Grissom Band program for over 30 years,

| believe strongly that my children are better musicians,
better students, and better human beings for having been

a part of the Grissom Band and for having known Bill
Connell; and | would like to take this opportunity to say
“Thank You, Mr. Connell”. If you feel the same regard-
ing your children, please take any opportunity you can
to thank Mr. Connell for his contribution and his service
to Grissom, to the band program, and to our children!

We have a Band Parents meeting coming up

on Monday, April 23rd at 7pm. Please join us because
we will be holding our elections for next year’s Board
and discussing events for May and this summer!
Thanks again for an amazing year and for the support
you have given to this program.

For those of you who are graduating and moving on,

| wish you the best in whatever comes next for you.
Please stay in touch. For everyone else, | look forward
to continuing to work with you next year and beyond.

Bill Ward
president@qgrissomband.org"

n lf] Like us on
Facebook
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Executive Board: 2017 - 2018
President: Bill Ward

president@grissomband.org
Ist. Vice President: Kelly Black
vpl@grissomband.org
2nd. Vice President: Kennedy Edwards
vp2@grissomband.org
Treasurers: Lisa Heise & Mike Fanning
treasurers@grissomband.org
Secretary: Marianne Osterbauer
secretary@grissomband.org
Committee Chairs
Band Banquet: Kelly Black
banquet@grissomband.org
Chaperones: Jennifer Sherman,
Kim Smith, & Stacie Flinn
chaperones@grissomband.org
Color Guard: Crista Meeks
colorguard@grissomband.org
Concerts: Rachel Marshall
concerts@grissomband.org
Fruit Sales: Scott & Amy Anton
fruitsales@grissomband.org
Historian: Donna Harper
historian@grissomband.org
Hospitality: Kontina Tate
hospitality@grissomband.org
Instrument Rental: Jina Long
Newsletter: Shari Bahder
newsletter@grissomband.org
Publicity: Brandi Burnham
publicity@grissomband.org
Scrip: Amber Hoffmeyer
scrip@grissomband.org
Spirit Wear: Sharon Morgan &
Elizabeth Mudler
spirit@grissomband.org
Stadium Setup: Talley Laflamme
setup@grissomband.org
Transportation: Crista Meeks
transportation@grissomband.org
Trucks: Cameron Grace
trucks@grissomband.org
Uniforms: Anna Grace
uniforms@grissomband.org
Ways & Means: Amy Anton &
Michelle Gentry
waysmeans@grissomband.org
VBC Coordinator: Shema Joseph
vbc@grissomband.org
Webmaster: Theo Vernon
webmaster@grissomband.org

Notes from
the Directors

Directors’ Notes April 2018

Spring Semester winding down,"
and Fall semester winding up!!"

With the Atlanta performances, spring concerts, band banquet and
graduation, the spring is winding down. We have already started
with next fall activities with percussion clinics. We will soon have
auditions for next fall. The audition music has been posted on the
website and is available for those students who do not have the
ability to print at home. Color Guard clinic and auditions are soon
as well. The band at Grissom never stops. We just keep going. We
hope to see you all at our upcoming concerts and the banquet.
Thank you for your tremendous support of the band students at
Grissom. We absolutely cannot have a successful program without
dedicated parents to help. Please step up and volunteer for some-
thing this next year. There are many opportunities for you to help
out and see what great students we have!

Individual AT HOME Practice! With auditions coming up
soon these are very important!"

In order for our program to remain successful as it has for the past
49 years, every student must practice at home on a consistent ba-
sis. Here are tips:

Find somewhere quiet. This seems too obvious for words; you
will not only be far less likely to succumb to all sorts of distrac-
tions, but entering a special practice area - whether it’s a certain
room or just a corner of the living room - will help prepare you
mentally for this very particular kind of work. Mindful intention is
everything, and having the ritual of going to the same place every
time can help set that intention.

Technology can be an amazing aid — as long as you don't
spend too much time futzing with it. Three free or low-cost apps
that | have on my phone and iPad: a metronome, a tuner, and a
timer, which are all essential tools for practicing. And | always
have my phone with me (see above).

Begin with the end in mind: Have a goal for each practice
session before you start playing. Just playing through your
music isn’t the same thing as practicing. Before you start, think:
What do | want to accomplish today? If you’re not sure what you
need to focus on, ask your teacher for a few concrete goals to
work toward before the next lesson—and write them down so
that you can refer to them during your practice sessions.

(Continued)
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Map a practice session out like a workout. Lots of musicians start with a few actual stretches and breath-
ing exercises before they pick up their instruments. Even if you don’t go quite that far, here is a pretty com-
mon scenario: start with scales as a warm-up, to loosen up your muscles and get your brain thinking about
technique. Then move on to the “working” part where you analyze and try to solve problems. Finally, cool
don by improvising or revisiting some music you already know well.

Practice smarter, not necessarily longer. You'll probably accomplish a whole lot more in a short amount
of time if you have a very focused objective—and science tells us that we have a limited amount of willpower
to draw upon anyway. So make the most of the time you have. Say you are having trouble with two very
tricky measures. Set your timer for a short period (like 5 or 10 minutes), and then work just on one problem
in as many ways as you can—break it down into even smaller and more manageable bits, go super slow, try
to play the passage backwards, change the rhythm, whatever. If that trouble spot is still giving you agita,
then make yourself a mental note to come back to that section again tomorrow. Chances are it will be much,
much easier the next time around.

Don’t always start at the beginning every time. Remember what | said about maximizing your time and
your willpower? This. It can feel really good to hear yourself playing the beginning of a piece beautifully, but
you may wind up wasting the limited time and energy you have. (Also, it leads to performances that start
strong, and then, well, wilt.)

Challenge yourself—physically. Especially if you're trying to wrestle down an element that you find prob-
lematic, scientific researchers say that if you add a physical challenge to the difficult task, such as trying to
play that part while standing on one leg or while walking, your brain is likely to start carving out new neural
pathways—and the original task will be easier when you return to just doing that.

Practice away from your instrument. Many musicians use visualization in the same way that athletes do:
They run through their music without touching their instruments. Try bringing your music along with you
(either on paper or a mobile device) when you know you’ll have some downtime, such as during a car or
train ride, and read through the piece silently.

Reward hard work—in positive ways—to help your brain automate good habits. That sounds like out-
and-out bribery, but again, science! Finding something that your brain likes helps it remember the “habit
loop,” writes Charles Duhigg, author of The Power of Habit.

Atlanta Trip!"

We are very excited about our upcoming trip and performance in Atlanta in April!! We have never taken the
band to perform in the Atlanta Symphony Hall and we’re glad we are able to provide this opportunity to our
students. The price includes the Dixie Classic participation fee and adjudication, charter bus transportation,
one night in a very nice Marriott hotel and 2 meals. Let’s go to Atlanta and represent!!

Saint Patrick’s Day Parade in Dublin, Ireland!!

Be on the lookout for emails and website announcements about when the MyGateway portal will open to
begin payments. An initial deposit of $200 will be due this July with payments every two months after that until
February 2020! Make a savings plan NOW so we can have every student participate!! This is a once in a life-
time opportunity. Don’t miss out! Everyone has to make sacrifices so begin today!

Band Calendar"”
Please refer to the band calendar for all upcoming rehearsals, clinics and performances.

(Continued)
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Spring and Summer clinics/camps”
All of the spring clinics and audition dates have been posted on the band website and are listed here as well.

Leadership Clinics"
May 1, 3 & 9 - 4:00-5:30 pm (All students interested in serving on the 2018-2019 band leadership team).

Contest Band Auditions for Wind Players”
May 7, 8 & 10 - 4:00-5:30 pm

BAND CAMPS SCHEDULE (Required Attendance)"

May 29-June 1 (8am-12pm) ROOKIE CAMP for all incoming freshman and new marchers.

July 25-27 (8am-12pm) PRE-CAMP for ALL MARCHING BAND MEMBERS

July 30-Aug 3 (8am-12pm—~Football Band) (1:30-4:00—Contest Band) (6-9pm—Contest Band)
Aug 3 (6:00-7:30pm) End of Band Camp Family Picnic/Preview Show (Milton Frank Stadium)

COLOR GUARD SCHEDULE (Required Attendance)”

May 14-18 GHS color guard clinic/auditions (3:30-5:30pm)
June 4-8 GHS 1st color guard camp—8am-3pm
July 9-13 GHS 2nd color guard camp—=8am-3pm

PERCUSSION SCHEDULE (Required Attendance)"

February 26—Marching Band Percussion Clinic—6-8:30pm (All interested students)
April 2 & 30—Marching Band Percussion Clinic—6-8:30pm (All interested students)
May 10 & 14—Auditions for Contest Band percussion section—6-8:30pm

June 4-8—1st Percussion Camp—=8am-3pm (Contest Band only)

July 9-13—2nd Percussion Camp—8am-3pm (Contest Band only)
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COMMITTEE “SHADOWS” NEEDED

The following committees are in need of committee shadows for the 2018-2019 season. We are looking for volunteers
who want to support this amazing program and we will get you paired up with the current committee chairs now so you
can “learn the ropes” instead of coming in cold next year when they have graduated and moved on. Want to help out but
not alone? Grab a friend and tag team it! If you have any questions, please contact the appropriate Vice President below.
Thanks!!

+ Hospitality - handles ordering pizza for the away + Stadium Set up - putting out and picking up stadium
games and organizing food/volunteers for the preview seat covers (with volunteers) before/ after football
show and clinic meals throughout the year. games, also repairing any broken buckles.

Kelly Black— vp1@grissomband.org

+ Spirit Wear - plans and sells spirit wear at band and + Concerts will need a shadow for 2018-2019.
sporting events, along with operating an online store. ¢ Newsletter Chair—prepares the Grissom Band Parent
We would like to have a shadow now to learn the ropes Association newsletter.
and be able to take over for the 2019-20 school year.

Kennedy Edwards— vp2@grissomband.org

UNIFORMS"

As the end of the school year approaches, the uniform committee is preparing to begin another great year. Along with
that, please help us by making sure your student returns all assigned pieces of their concert uniform.

Our “prom tux rental” is happening right now. Forms are found on the doors of the uniform room. Please turn in money
and signed form in the second envelope on the doors by Wednesday, April 18th so | can get things ready and set aside.

Welcome to the upcoming freshmen and their families to the Grissom Band Family! We are looking forward to working
alongside you. If you have any questions regarding uniforms please feel free to contact me at:
uniforms@grissomband.org.

Summer Band Uniform: Each band member is required to have a pair of Khaki shorts, White tennis shoes and
White Socks to wear with their band t-shirt during the first few football games. The t-shirt will be distributed before the
first football game. The shorts need to be knee length. Start looking for these items as they become scarce as we near
football season. The white tennis shoes need to be worn for all practices. This uniformity of color allows the directors to
more easily see and correct marching issues during practice.

Uniform Fitting: This will take place the week of Pre-Band camp. Each class will be assigned a specific time for fittings
which will be announced and posted at the beginning of Pre-Band camp. Please make every effort to be fitted during
your designated fitting time. All new marchers will be required to order a pair of black marching shoes at the cost of
approximately $32. Veteran marchers who have outgrown their shoes can order new shoes at this fitting. Please check
to see if they still fit! Black crew socks (NO low cut socks!!!) will be needed to wear with the contest uniforms. Black
gloves will be sold before the first performance and every game thereafter.

Volunteering to Work with Uniforms: No sewing experience is necessary but is helpful. There are many opportunities to
help during fittings and throughout the year that require no sewing, just workers. This is also a great way to meet the rest
of the band “family”. | am looking for someone who would be willing to take over the dry cleaning responsibility during
football season. If you are interested in helping out with uniforms in any capacity, | would love to chat with you! Please
contact Anna at: uniforms@grissomband.org.

Anna Grace, Uniform Committee
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NOTES FROM THE TREASURERS"

All band fees were due on February 1st. Thanks to all of you who are current and/or have
paid in full. We greatly appreciate it!

If you have any outstanding amounts on your account, please make arrangements to pay b
your account as soon as possible.

If you have a balance due, you will not be able to:"

1. Attend the band banquet; or
2. Try-out for next year’s leadership and color guard positions.

PLEASE NOTE: The list of those with a balance due will be sent to the school bookkeeper. All restrictions
per school rules will apply, including graduation privileges and registration requirements for next school year.

If you have not stayed current with the payments or contacted the Treasurers with an alternative payment
plan, your fees are past due. Reminder: a 20% late fee is added to past due accounts.

Reminder of payment options:"

1. Payments made by check to “GBPA” can be placed in the Treasurer’s Box in the band room or mailed to
the GBPA post office box: GBPA, P.O. Box 4335, Huntsville, AL 35815. Please make sure to include the
student’s name and the purpose of the payment clearly on the check.

2. Pay using PayPal through Charms. Note: a processing fee of 3.3% will be added to cover fees imposed
by PayPal.

3. If you need a payment plan, and have not contacted the Treasurers, please email them your re-
quest at treasurers@grissomband.org.

You can check your balance at any time in Charms. If you need assistance accessing your Charms account,
you can contact any of the band board members for assistance.

Grissom Band Treasurers"

/~ Serip News /~

End of school year is almost here (I can’t believe it either)! You’ve come to the right place if you are looking
for gift cards to get the Graduates you know! A great gift for the graduate that also helps our wonderful band
program. Browse through the link below and let me know which ones you want to order!

Go to www.Shopwithscrip.com to see all the retailers available and set up an account with the Grissom
Band. Our enroliment code is: 386E4BBE8924. You can order and pay online, or in person by meeting up
with the scrip coordinator, Amber Hoffmeyer. Or if you just want to text or email your order, that works as

well.

See contact information on the order form link below.

AANANNAANANA
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Two Exciting New Fundraisers Coming this Summer!!!

1. StandUp Live - Join Us June 8th at StandUp Live for a night of laughs!! We will be selling tickets to
the show with 100% of the sell price going back to the band - 50% of which will go directly to the stu-
dent selling the ticket!! All StandUp Live asks is that purchasers show up and order two items off their
menu and enjoy the show!! Must be 19 yrs old to attend the event. Our goal is to sell 200 tickets,
please spread the word about this new fundraiser!

2. Stars and Strikes Spirit Night - July 26th. We will have a spirit night the Thursday evening of pre-camp
in July at the new bowling and entertainment center, Stars and Strikes off of University Dr. 10% of all

sales during the two-hour event go to the band. So tell your friends and come out this summer for a
night of fun!!

Seniors get them before they are gone!”
$ 15.00"

Classic design with a vintage look
4.5-ounce fine knit jersey
100% ring-spun pre-washed USA cotton
Tultex 202 Unisex Fine Jersey Tee

KE E A E W

https://www.grissombandstore.com/collections/new!
arrivals/products/grissom!tigers!distressed!t!shirt!17!18 "

$ 18.00"

Comfort Color Short-Sleeved Pocket T
6.1 0oz. 100% ring-spun cotton, pre-shrunk, soft-washed fabric
Printed with the GRISSOM HIGH SCHOOL CREST in a vintage design
Available in sizes S-3XL

KE E A E W

https://www.qgrissombandstore.com/collections/
new!arrivals/products/grissom!crest!short!
sleeved!t#"

PAGE 8



Ways and Means

Next Sprit Night is April 17 5-9pm at Local Taco. ( See flyer at the end of this newsletter).
Our 3rd Annual Car Show will be May 12, 4-8pm! (See attached flyer.)

Car Show NEEDS:

1. STILL looking for someone to shadow this year that would be willing to take this fundraiser on next year.

2. Currently seeking sponsorships and donations, these are tax-deductible! If you own a business or know of a business that
would be a sponsor or donate door prize items, let me know! Be sure to ask YOUR employer, we have a few band parents
that have done this and are surprised that they will be a sponsor—it NEVER hurts to ASK! Email me at
waysmeans@grissomband.org to get a copy of the sponsorship letter.

3. If you would like to volunteer the day of the car show—please let me know: waysmeans@grissomband.org.

Thanks!
Amy Anton
GBPA Ways & Means Co-chair

oBan.d cﬁanguet ano’cmation

Our Band Banquet is scheduled for Saturday, April 28th, beginning at 6:30 PM in the East Hall, Room 2 at the VBC. You can
now order your 2018 Band Banquet tickets online.

This year’s entrée options are:

TOP SIRLOIN
HONEY ALMOND CHICKEN
VEGETARIAN

All three of the above options are $30 EACH—SEE BELOW FOR BAND MEMBER DISCOUNT PRICING.
CHICKEN FINGER CHILD’S MEAL is available for $15 (ages 10 & under only, please).
RESERVATION DEADLINE IS APRIL 17, 2018. DON’T MISS IT! LATE ORDERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

HOW TO ORDER DISCOUNT MEALS FOR BAND MEMBERS:
SENIOR MEALS ARE FREE
UNDERCLAAMEN MEALS ARE $10

ENTER YOUR STUDENT’S DISCOUNT CODE IN THE “DISCOUNT CODE” SPACE DURING CHECKOUT. USE YOUR
STUDENT’S FIRST & LAST NAME IN THE FOLLOWING CODE: “2018-banquet-first name-last name” (For example, if your
student is “John Smith”, you would use the code 2018-banquet-john-smith).

You MUST use the student’s first and last name as it currently exists in CHARMS. Only one discount code may be used per
order. If you have more than one student in band, you will need to place a separate order for each student, in order to take
advantage of the discount pricing for both band members.

REMINDER: ONLY STUDENTS WHO HAVE NO OUTSTANDING BAND FEES ON APRIL 17 MAY ATTEND THE BANQUET.
CHARMS ACCOUNTS WITH AN OUTSTANDING BALANCE WILL BE CANCELLED AND THE REFUND WILL BE APPLIED
TO THE OUTSTANDING FEES. NO EXCEPTIONS. PLEASE DON"T DENY YOUR STUDENT THIS SPECIAL YEAR-END
EVENT BECAUSE OF UPAID DUES.

If you have any questions on the banquet, please email banquet@grissomband.org.
If you have any questions on unpaid fees, please email treasurers@grissomband.org.

To order your tickets: https://www.grissombandstore.com/collections/events/products/2018!band!banquet .

Thank you!

Kelly Black .
(Continued)
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Concerts

We will be asking for volunteers to help with selling tickets, CD/video and ushers at the door. Please keep an eye out for requests for
volunteers closer to concert time. We will need parent participation! Thank you!

Concerts needs a shadow for the 2018-2019 school year. Please consider volunteering for this position.

Color Guard
Color Guard Clinic and Auditions are May 14th !18th, from 4:00!5:30 pm. "

¢ ¥
N o
Any current 8th grader and 9th"11th graders are welcome to try out. ! ~
No physical is needed.
\\ (14
Spread the word about how to become a part of the Grissom Band!!" W Ay

VBC Volunteers

Earn Credit Toward Your Student’s Fees!! Students and parents can work concessions at various VBC events ALL YEAR LONG and

receive $8/hour credit toward the student’s account. Open to students age 16+, parents, grandparents and anyone interested in earn-
ing credits for their student. Visit the VBC website http://www.vonbrauncenter.com/ for event specifics. Playhouse events are not

open for Band volunteers. Please request as a “shift” times available instead of by specific event times.

Note: You can volunteer during the summer and the credit will be applied to the student’s fees.!

Contact Shema Joseph at vp2@grissomband.org to volunteer.

Publicity

If you have a student, or know of a student who has graduated from the Grissom band program and
has gone on to play in band at the collegiate level, please email their name and information about the
school they are attending to Brandi Burnham at:

publicty@grissomband.org. Thanks!"
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LEDILCATION - PERFUORMANLE ~ TRAO/ITION

Spirit Night @

Tuesday, April 17th
5-9pm

920 Bob Wallace Ave (in Whole Foods shopping center)

10% of sales will be donated to Grissom Band

No Flyer needed - Just mention Grissom Band when ordering



" F06&& ()I*(#1+,-. |
/(0112312415 |
67589 |

at Grissom High School*"

*New Location: 1001 Haysland Rd. Huntsville, AL 35803"
Registration 4!6pm, Awards at 8pm"

Pre!Register for $15 through May 6 @ www.grissombandstore.com”
Clubs/Groups of 5 or more — Email for special pricing"
$20 Day of Show"

ALL Vehicles WELCOME"
Door Prize Drawings for Registered Cars"

Points of Contact: Amy 256!783!6972 or "
Michelle 256!694!3180 "
or elmail waysmeans@grissomband.org”

FREE Spectator Admission ~ FREE Parking ~ Food Trucks"
Trailer Parking available on!site ~ 50/50 Drawing






